extent to which the action taken by Government and private indus-
trialists under conditions created by the war has assisted us, by furnish-
ing actual examples of schemes which we had been contemplating ;
though some of our conclusions have thus been forestalled, we have-
been enabled to present them with more certainty and completeness.
Finally, we may claim that the public discussions called forth by the
activities of our Commission and the evidence taken by it have also
borne their part in this movement, and have led to proposals being
put forward or action being taken by Local Governments for the im-
provement of technical education, the employment of experts, the crea-
tion of official organisations, and assistance to individual industries,
which clearly evidence the widespread desire for progress in the direc-
tion indicated in our report.
It is our pleasant duty gratefully to acknowledge the generous
assistance and hospitality which we received
from officials and non-officials throughout the
course of our woik. We wish in Darticular to
record our sense of the help which we received from representatives
of the numerous industrial firms to whom we applied for advice and
information. We derived much encouragement from their readiness
to place at our disposal the results of their valuable experience. We
desire also to express, our thanks to the Local Governments and Adminis-
trations for their cordial co-operation in our enquiries.
We have now only to place on record our appreciation of the services
of Mr, R. D. Bell, I.C.S., our Secretary, and of Mr. G. H. W. Davies,
LC.S., who joined us as Joint Secretary in October 1917. The former
rendered valuable assistance in working out the detailed lines on which
we subsequently conducted our work; and his service with the Indian
Munitions Board gave him most useful experience which was freely
placed at our disposal. Mr. Davies, who had previously acted as Secre-
tary to the Bengal Provincial Industries Committee, lightened our
labour,] materially by Ms willing help.